
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Wednesday 18th September, 2019 at 
7.30pm at The Glebe, Sutton. 

 
 
 
Present:      
 
Owen Mc Laughlin (OM) - Secretary 
Wendy Oldfield (WO)  - Earith Speedwatch 
Andy Bush (AB)  - Hilton HAT 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Margaret Lumb (ML)  - St. Ives RSC 
Mark Inskip (MI)  - Sutton PC 
Margaret Shardlow (MS) - Hilton  
Laura Chorlton (LC)  - Hilton PC 
Christine Ward (CW)  - Cottenham PC 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Earith Speedwatch 
Alan Till (AT)   - Earith PC 
 
 
Welcomes and Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from Andy Newton, Gareth Wilson, Pauline Wilson, Andy Newton, Kathy Searle, 
Liz Ruse, Neil Harris, Lorna Dupre. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting held on July 10th, 2019 
 
No other issues not covered under the agenda items. 
 
Review of outstanding Actions 

 

 

Action Description By 

   

1 Send Motorway standards document to AB AJ 

2 Evaluation of SmartCitizen Kit OM,AB,BB 

3 Invite Steve Criswell to next HCV meeting OM 

4 Send Monitoring map to AB OM 

5 Get updated prices for environmental monitoring WO  

6 Email WO with ideas for CIO name etc All 

 

1. Done 
2. Done. Meeting report to follow 
3. SC was invited to this meeting but is on holiday. No officers were available 
4. Done 
5. Done.  
6. Only 1 response received. 

 
 
1. Environmental Monitoring 
 

• NO2 Testing 

 
Earith 

WO said that the tube installed by HDC outside the village hall in Earith still shows low readings compared 
to others on the High Street. The July reading was only 15.2. The location is also more open than the other 



sites which may have had an influence. The readings  from 50 High Street (Woodlands) are shown in red. 
None of the figures below are bias adjusted. 
 

 

Hunts District 

Council       
Address January February March April May June July Aug 

High Street  - Village Hall 32.5 21.7 23.5 21.6 21.8 17 15.2 15.4 

50 High Street 34.1 35.7 43.5 28.5 23.6 26.3 27.5 24.6 

 

Over a year’s worth of results are now available for the 50 High Street location. 
 
WO had also requested the data from the 3 NO2 tubes in St. Ives which are managed by HDC. 
 
         2014    2015              2016                 2017              2018 
St Ives 1  Urban Background  18.7  17.6  18.6  19.0  16.3  

St Ives 2  Suburban  N/A  21.3  22.9  23.2  19.3  
St Ives 3  Roadside  N/A  N/A  N/A  16.4  15.9  

 
Real time data on NO2 and PM levels in Huntingdon can be found at; 
 
 https://www.airqualityengland.co.uk/local-authority/?la_id=162 
 
 

• SmartCitizen Kit 
 
There are serious concerns that the particulate monitor in the SmartCitizen kits is too unreliable to give 
anything other than indicative readings. The noise sensor however does seem to provide good results and 
could be used to gather long-term noise data.  
 
ML is arranging a meeting with St. Ivo school in St. Ives to discuss road safety matters but also the 
possibility of the sixth form environmental study group using the SmartCitizen kit for a project. The Head is 
keen to support this.  
 

• Traffic Counts 
 
OM had undertaken a filmed traffic count of HGVs at George Corner over a 24hour period on the 7th of 
August 2019. The total number of  HCV vehicles recorded was 723.  
 

 
24 Hours from 1am. 
 



The chart above shows the HGV movements per hour during the period. The vehicle types were split fairly 
evenly between bulk carriers (369) and all other HGVs (354).  In terms of origin, 125 came from the North, 
340 from the West and 258 from the East. 
 
 
 
2.  Planning Applications 

 

• Willow Hall Farm (E/3003/18/CM) 

 
The applicant has submitted more documents in response to requests for further information from CCC and 
others. Most of the new documentation relates to agricultural justification for the reservoirs but there is an 
assessment from Acoustic Associates which looked at noise levels at the site and in Earith resulting from 
construction and transport activities. The report validates the findings of the HCV group with regard to 
existing noise levels which are well in excess of WHO guidelines. However the conclusion is that the 
additional HCV traffic from Willow Hall Farm will not cause a significant increase in these levels (< 1 dB).  
 
The meeting agreed that the HCV group should respond to this assessment by pointing our errors in the 
report itself and the strange methodology. The unattended noise monitor was positioned 10 metres from 
the carriageway and behind some buildings. The report also concentrates on the overall noise ‘volume’ 
which would be only marginally affected by the extra HGVs, but there is no mention of noise peaks in 
excess of 80 dB which are mostly caused by HGV traffic. 
 
Action:  Respond to report from Acoustic Associates. 
 

• Colne Fen (FMW/025/19) 

 
Mick George has applied to extend the permission on Colne Fen for another five years. The current 
permission was due to expire on December 31st 2019. The principal reason given for the request is that 
they have not been able to restore the land in time due to a lack of suitable materials. The application 
suggests that a granting of permission could be conditional on MG using the Haul Road for all his vehicles 
to and from Colne Fen. This is a private road that runs between the B1050 just south of Somersham and 
the B1040/B1086 between Somersham and St. Ives.  The application from MG to use the road for a 10 
year period was approved in April 2019. The new route would significantly reduce the number of HCVs that 
currently use the George Corner in Earith. The route of the haul road is shown in Appendix A. There is 
another relevant application by Mick George for the installation of a soil washing facility at Colne Fen 
(FMW-044-19). The application states that this is to recover minerals from soil imported for the ongoing 
restoration work at Colne Fen.  
 
CCC have written a letter to the applicant with a number of questions about all of these applications. The 
tone is very critical of the way in which this situation has developed without any previous notice of problems 
with site restoration. But it must also be asked why CCC did not themselves spot these problems during 
routine monitoring. CCC have also asked the applicant if the commitment to use the haul road covers all 
HCV traffic and not just the vehicles heading west. Some PCs, such as Earith, have also objected to the 
extension application and have pointed out that many of the commitments made in the original permission 
have not been kept such as the restoration of bridleways. 
 
Action: Monitor these applications  
 
 
3. TRO Progress 
 

• Diamond Area Steering Group Progress 

 

Steve Criswell has reported that the APNR data collection is proceeding and will soon be complete. A 
meeting to review the data has been set for October 23rd.  
 
SC said it would be more appropriate to invite one of the officers involved to the next HCV group meeting 
following this date as they would be able to give a more complete interpretation of the results. We should 
also ask if we have access to their traffic volume data. 



 
AJ thought that the exercise was largely cynical and would concentrate on the A1123 and nothing else.  
 
Action: Contact SC when next HCV meeting is arranged. 
 

• TRO Case 
 

To make the TRO case we need to do more monitoring, get traffic volumes and signage costs. To go for an 
‘Except for Loading’ restriction we need to define a zone. 
 
LC said that CCC won’t pay for a Public Enquiry if there are objections. 
 

 
4. Road works 

 

• A14 Progress 
 
The plan to turn to A14 into a motorway would have some serious consequences. Some farms would lose 
access for vehicles and it would to be a smart motorway with no hard shoulder. Although it seems that the 
road was designed as a motorway from the start, with the inclusion of gantries in the plans, this did not 
prevent the government from taking a £100m contribution from local authorities. This is money that could 
have been spent on supporting local services. 

 
[Post-Meeting Note: Recent announcements that the A14 is not being upgraded to Motorway status for 
‘bureaucratic reasons’ and that a 12 mile section of the new road between Swavesey and the A1 junction 
will be opened this year.] 
 

• B1050: Earith-Willingham Road:  
 
Neil Harris (by email) said that Willingham PC had discussed the bad state of this road which needed 
resurfacing. A Highways Engineer was present at the meeting who said that this was unlikely to happen 
until a permanent solution had been agreed for the Shelford Road. Such a solution was being discussed 
and ideas included re-aligning the road off the embankment or reconstructing in situ. A lot of concern was 
raised regarding the Shelford Road and the fact that it was becoming increasingly dangerous.  The 
Willingham Chair commented that despite the officer stating that it was considered that the current state of 
the road was not likely to cause an accident, he felt that it was bad enough that someone was likely to die 
and stated that he felt Highways did not understand the problems. 
  
NH asked if they could impose a weight limit, even if it was temporary, until the road was repaired. The 
Highways officer said this was being considered but at a level above his. He also said that one of the long 
term solutions to properly rebuild the road would shut it for about 6 months but this couldn’t happen until the 
A14 was completed as it was a strategic route and the closures of the A14 during construction precluded 
this work on the B1050 until then. 
 

• Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Local Transport Plan 
 
The consultation for this plan ends on September 27th. Despite lip service to ‘green’ development and 
climate change there are a number of things about this plan that give great cause for concern. One is the 
sheer scale of the proposed development in terms of new housing and transport infrastructure. It is difficult 
to see how this is consistent with the political aim of reducing CO2 emissions to zero by 2050. Road 
transport and construction are  the CO2 sources that have proved the most difficult to reduce and this plan 
will have the opposite effect. The strategy outlined in the plan is largely predicated on the continued use of 
fossil fuel technologies in a constantly expanding economy and therefore the prospect of any reduction in 
emissions at all seems highly unlikely. 
 
Another thing to be considered is the loss of farm land at a time when global warming will cause rapid sea 
level rise and the likely inundation of parts of the fens.  AJ thought that the HCV group should respond on 
the basis that the projects outlined in the plan are simply unsustainable and there needs to be a national 
approach to development which considers the wider context.  
 



CW said that the online submission portal is rubbish.  
 
Action: HCV to submit a response to the consultation. 
 

 
5.     Updating the 2012 Report 
 
The monitoring data in the 2012 report is out of date and needs refreshing. But if we are to do more testing 
we need to get funding from PCs. 
WO said she had approached Earith PC on this subject. 
MI said that there no great interest in Sutton for more testing at the moment. 
 
WO had contacted Aspen Environmental to get a quote for further work and had received the following 
reply from Geoff Buck. 
 
It is difficult to know exactly how much work a repeat of the previous testing will cost. 
The rates below represent the easy bit. Until I have a firm idea of how many villages are involved and how 
much testing each needs, I can’t go much further than to quote you the original rates and notes below: 
 
Item Description Price £ 

1. 1 location , Noise Measurement, 1 week £ 100.00 

2. 1 location , Particulate  Sampling, 2 days £ 30.00 

3. 1 location, Vibration Measurement, 1 week £ 300.00 

4. Share of training, set up, analysis & report writing @ £ 350 per day  

 

Notes: 

1 Car travel will be charged at £ 0.50 per mile 

2 Other travel and reasonable expenses will be charged at cost, plus an administration charge of 10 % 

3 Prices currently exclude VAT, which will be charged at the applicable rate 

4 Credit terms are strictly 30 days from date of invoice 

5 Delivery is subject to adequate installation sites for equipment being available 

6 This quote is valid for 30 days from date of issue 

 
If the original three people (Brian, Owen, Alan) undertake the moving and downloading of equipment as 
before, training will be minimal. However if others need to be involved….. 
The reporting will be done on the basis of the last report, i.e. one big report covering all the villages, which 
will keep costs down, unless individual villages require their own. 
Also last time I did a special trip to present all the results to the villages and Cambridge CC at Bluntisham 
village hall. 
 
The rates for the testing are unchanged from 2012. Vibration is the most expensive to do. We could ask 
Claire Braybrooke at HDC for use of their mobile PM detector if it is available. 
 
AJ said we probably won’t be able to do the same range of testing as we did in 2012. But there is a strong 
correlation between noise and vibration and we could rely on this to make the case in locations where we 
can’t afford to do a vibration test. 
 
WO said that we need to update the scientific evidence presented as there have been many more studies 
since 2012 which have found evidence of the adverse health and mental effects of noise and air pollution. 
Also legislation has changed.  Every house in Earith High Street has signed a petition which can be used 
as evidence of community support. 
 
 
6. Future Status of the HCV Group 
 
WO had asked people at the last meeting to think about a new name for the Community Interest 
Organisation (CIO). Only one suggestion had been received. PROVE standing for Protect Our Village 
Environments. 
 



Also, we should consider becoming members of the Environmental Law Foundation (ELF) which is a  
network of solicitors, barristers and technical experts, all giving their time to help communities and 
individuals facing environmental threats. ELF is a charity so all legal advice and assistance is free. There 
are different types of membership and we can join as a Community Group for £60. More information can be 
found at;   https://elflaw.org/about-us/ 
 
Please get back to WO with suggestions for names or if you are prepared to be a trustee or signatory of the 
CIO. 
 
 
7.  AOB 

 
RHA Collaboration: 
 
There was some discussion throughout the meeting of possible co-operation with the Road Haulage 
Association who share some of our objectives. The RHA want decent roads just as we do.  
 
MS said she recently had a satisfactory conversation with a lady at the RHA (HQ in Peterborough) 
explaining the TRO night time contraventions in Hilton. She was co-operative and promised to remind 
members of the ruling , also asked to keep in touch. Conversely they are having difficulties with places to 
stop for rests . Cambs Services has been taken over by Marine who aim in time to increase the HGV area 
but the nearest stop heading west is Rothwell. 
 
Some hauliers also accept that there should be strict routeing arrangements and Mick George was quoted 
as saying that ‘only cowboys’ take shortcuts. 
 
Earith 20mph: 
 
WO wondered why Mick George’s trucks are not doing 20mph through Earith. She had contacted Mick 
George herself last November and they had agreed to do this if both the PC and CCC agreed. As far she 
was aware this agreement had been given.  

 
8. Next Meeting Date:   Date TBA.  

 



Appendix A  -  Route of Mick George Haul Road (shown in red) 
 

     


